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IS CITY FINANCING COUNCILMEN? 
MAYOR ASKS IN WATER LINE PROBE

.School Board Seeks 
50c Tax Override

By Harry L. Lechtman
Taxes, like death, are something every voter and 

every property owner eventually must face. This fall, 
Torrance voters—all 38,971 of them registered—will be 
asked to give the Torrance School Board a 50 cent tax "over-ride."

Behind this request of t h e 
voters stand a school board 
and superintendent strug­ 
gling with the problem of 
planning for an exploding 
young population, a council 
viewing a city which has 
tripled its citizenry in a dec-

DR. J. H. HULL 
School Superintendent

Bicycling Kids 
Suffer Injuries

Two young brothers. Thurs­ 
day and a 1.3-yoar-old lad, 
Friday, all out bicycling, suf­ 
fered injuries as a result of 
colliding with motorists in 
Torrance.

Bobby Neufeld, 11, and his 
£ brother. Roger, 8, 4508 Tor­ 

rance Blvd., riding double, 
received cuts and bruises 
when they were hit by pick­ 
up truck-driver Vernon L. 
Smith, 29, of 22000 Linda Dr., 
at Torrance Blvd. and Anza 
Ave. The boys were taken to 
Little Company of Mary 
Hospital. Roger was released. 
Police said Bobby suffered a 
po'.yible skull fracture.

Thirteen year old Norman 
Kumai. 16813 Yukon Ave., 
was hit by Michael Bernard 
Wilhitc, 20. 372M W. 171, Tor­ 
rance, at Faysmith and 168 
St.

The boy swerved from 
right to left in the path of 
postal carrier Wilhite's 1957 
Ford. Kumai was taken to 
Gardena Hospital, where his 

* thigh was placed in a cast.

ade, and civic planners who 
search for a balance between 
industry and housing.

The lines are drawn and 
collars simmer. Oct. 11 is Ihe 
day of decision.

On the one hand, the school 
board superintendent stoutly 
maintains "we must plan for 
the future." On the other 
side it is the mayor's opinion, 
echoed by members of the 
Planning Commission, that 
these tax over-rides do not 
have a time limit once ap­ 
proved, they go on "ad in- 
finitum." They want more 
facts.

The voters will judge. A 51 
per cent of the people voting 
"yes" will carry the issue.

Superintendent John H. 
Hull, the first school superin­ 
tendent hired by Torrance, 
on the job for the past twelve 
years, says the over-ride tax 
is necessary, for inflation has 
raised the cost of "everything 
from erasers to hiring teach­ 
ers."

Increased enrol I men t. cost 
of educating youngsters, less 
state aid, and the building of 
new homes at a record rate 
necessitate this demand, Hull 
says.

"We have* 25,000 children 
who wity be in school this 
fall. We have 1000 teachers 
and 450 classified employees 
whom we gave a 5 per cent 
across-the-board raise recent­ 
ly. At the July 2 board meet­ 
ing we set a $5000 salary 
minimum for elementary 
teachers, and we have more 
than 40 vacancies to fill. We 
are using our reserve fund 
this year, and we are going 
for broke because we don't 
want left-over teachers," Hull 
declares.

Torrance's birth rate. 37 
per 1000 population, is the 
highest in Los Angeles Coun­ 
ty, Hull points out. Ingle- 
wood rates 18 per 1000; (Jlen- 
dale. 17; 22 for the overall 
county and 24 per 1000 
throughout the state. Tor­ 
rance has a sound education­ 
al program, Hull declares, 
"but good education costs 
money, ami if < -osf more ev­ 
ery year.

"We have ,i record <>! not 
using money we don't need. 
Unless some new kind of fi­

nancing conies from Ihe fed­ 
eral government or the state, 
we will have lo go back to 
the people for more money," 
Hull maintains.

City Manager (Jeorge Stev- 
ens, whose length of tenure 
in Torrance matches Hull's, 
says the overall budget for 
the city of Torrance is $7,- 
101,000. as compared with 
(he school board's budget of 
$11,484.000.

The present tax rate in 
Torrance of $1.28 per $100 as­ 
sessed valuation is lower 
than Los Angeles,' which is 
close to $2, Stevens explains.

"We have not expanded 
greatly in many areas, "Stev­ 
ens says, hence "we have 
a low bondedness. We are a 
young community with the 
average age 25.4 and 3.6 peo­ 
ple in each dwelling, mean­ 
while our population keeps 
growing, and we must plan 
for it."

It is not uncommon for the 
school tax rate to be higher 
than a city's, Stevens de­ 
clares, pointing out most Ht-

THE STORK, greeted here by Beth Figuredo, is a busy bird in 
Torrance, with 37 per 1000 population making the city'i birth 
rate one of the highest in the state, and contributing to the 
school district's expansion problem. In 13 years, the number of 
Torrance schools has soared from 5 to 33, with more to come.

founders Day Marks Torrance 
Hospital's 35lh Anniversary

BERT LYNN 
Planning Commiisiontr

ies' school districts have a $3 
tax rate.

"We grew too fast." says 
Stevens. "We jumped from 
14.000 to 100.000 in 12 years. 
We had to provide firemen 
and policemen, pave streets, 
and bring in water mains. We 
had to scrape. Our next stage 
is cultural development."

Bunt Lynn. president of 
the Planning Commission, 
finds himself in direct opposi­ 
tion to Mull's forthcoming re­ 
quest, for a tax over-ride. 
"We don't need a fifth high 
school. The school board's

(C*ntln«td on part A-S)

SAFETY FIRST Marshall Chamberlain, Mu­ 
nicipal But Lints superintendent (left to right) 
6d Reilly, safety engineer for Transit Cas­ 
ually Company, and Clayton Gage, but

driver, try out the Safe-T-Coach, testing tn- 
strument of the insurance company destined 
to evaluate the ability of driver*.

Torrance Memorial Hospi­ 
tal will observe its Thirty- 
Fifth Founders Day, Wednes­ 
day. Aug. 3rd.

This elate was selected by 
the 102H Board of Directors 
of the Torrance Hospital As­ 
sociation a year after the 
opening of the hospital as a 
tribute to .lared Sydney Tor­ 
rance. founder of the Me­ 
morial Hospital.

Torrance, whose birthday 
was Aug. 3. died before his 
dream of building a commu­ 
nity hospital could be fully 
realized, but not before he 
had formed the association 
and laid the legal ground­ 
work for the beginning of the

Municipal Bus 
Lines Display 
Mobile Tester

Shoppers and children of 
Torrance will be safer as a re­ 
sult of the visit of a mobile 
testing unit, visiting the Tor­ 
rance BUM Garage, allowing 
the drivers to get a good in­ 
dication of their reflex and 
driving abilities.

Testing the 22 driver-, of 
the bus lines, the Safe-T- 
Coach tester was displayed 
at the garage July 2H, The 
coach is an instrument of the 
Transit Casualty Company used to evalun^ "••• fft'icjon- 
cv of drivers:

The couch, designed ;t n d 
developed by the safety en­ 
gineering department of the 
company, is a modern diesel 
powered unit, "a traffic safe­ 
ty clinic on wheels."

It is equipped with a num­ 
ber of intsrurtlve testing de­ 
vices and instruments. This 
$40.000 mobile unit has al­ 
ready been and is being used 
in programs among insured 
companies, schools and the 
public throughout the nation.

Various instrument* in the 
unit are the official greeter, 
called "Safety Sam," a Ques­ 
tion and answer machine, a 
vision tester, a glare recovery 
instrument, H tran.sitometer, 
a recordiognun. audio 3D 
viewers, and an audiometer.

Spotlight Focused on 
Preferential Treatment

Four thousand dollars are more than a mink coat, of Torrance that I. person-
a deep freeze or hotel weekends in Boston, but when a 
former city councilman apparently frets away without de*- 
positing this full amount for an extended water main, 
Torrance Mayor Albert Isen wants the City Council to 
investigate.

Kvery builder or owner 
must make a deposit with the 
city for extending water 
lines, Isen declared.

Robert .lahn. 23.1l5 Arling- 
on Ave.. who was defeated 

for reelection to the city 
council last. April 12. by 
Oorge Vico. apparently was 
able to get away without de­ 
positing the full amount re­ 
quired for the water main ex­ 
tension from the city lines.

A building contractor, 
Jahn went to Angus Me Vicar, 
Torrance water superintend­ 
ent, and allegedly obtained 
credit for the extended water 
line for a 20-unit building he 
was constructing on 233rd 
and Arlington.

The construction was for 
City Councilman W i 11 i s 
Blount. 1444 Kl Prado.,lahn. who subsequently dc-i knmvn because of other un- 
clared both corporate and in-|<tergix>und lines being in the 
dividual bankruptcy in Mav| wa-v> ck> - of this year, stated today he I " A deposit put up to guar­ 

antee payment with full bill­ 
ing to come upon completion 
of the water line.

had made a $1000 deposit at 
the time to Me Vicar's office. 

In a statement to the Tor­ 
rance Press today. Jahn de­ 
clared: '

"An apparent effort is be-'Construction Co. would face 
Ing made to discredit some i 8CVC>ri< ' disasters and be 
cttv officials. The peculiar forced to lake bankruptcy, 
part of the attempt is that' "On - Iul -v ^ 1-M) t wrote a 
it is directed against the Su- lettcr of intention to the city 
perintendent of the munici- ^ ' ' "~'

ally, would make good any 
dei'icit in the account as soon 
as legally possible after the 
disposition of my assets by 
the federal courts.

"I do wish to thank Mayor 
Isen in demanding there be 
a full report.

"1 further, however, resent 
the insidious attack by one 
so uniformed as Councilman 
Oorge Vico." •

One of the disasters Jahn 
refers to was the death of 
Hampton Wentworth. former 
president of Longren Air­ 
craft, one of Jahn's financial 
backers, who was killed fly­ 
ing Jahn's plane in February, 
1960.

Faced with the question of 
extending credit to the for­ 
mer city councilman. Water 
Superintendent McVicker re­ 
plied "Jahn gave us $1000 
and said he would pay the 
rest. We were trying to get 

(many main extensions in this 
area. We had no reason to 
believe Jahn would not cover 
the necessary amount. The 
rest of the extension will 
have to be collected as more 
people come in."

"In effect. Jahn still owes 
the city $3000." McVicker de- 

j clared. "It is the usual prac-
, , , ... ?V C tice for initial contractor or knowledge that Jahn ^.^ {Q make R full de_

posit for water main exten­ 
sion: and as people tie in. 
the contractor is reimbursed 
on a pro-rata basis." Vicker 
said.

ROBERT JAHN 
Former Councilman

"This was done. \o

manager to inform the Citv (Continued *n A-»

hospital itself. Heirs to the 
Torrance estate, led by hu 
widow, carried through the 
plans which had been formu 
lated by Torrance prior to hi? 
death. After the site had been 
purchased and the building 
built, the entire hospital w 
deeded to the Torrance Hos 
pital Association which h a ! 
operated it for the past 3" 
years as a community owned 
non-profit, hospital in accord 
ance with Torrance's wishes.

The Thirty-Fifth Founders 
Day will be commemorated 
by a luncheon which will be 
held in the Conference Room 
of the hospital. Cue.sts will 
be Albert Isen. mayor of the 
city, whose father was a mem­ 
ber of the original board of 
directors, H. H. Smith, onJy 
surviving member of the 
original board, and Miss Es­ 
ther Maxwell, first superin­ 
tendent of the hospital. Leon­ 
ard A. Knsminger. adminis­ 
trator of t h e Torrance Me­ 
morial Hospital will host, the 
event.

Invited are members of the 
board of directors of the Tor­ 
rance Hospital Association, 
the governing body of the 
hospital including Henry W. 
Croeger. president; Judge 
Donald Armstrong; John W. 
Rceman. M.D.: Kugene L. 
Cook. M.D.: Mrs. Charles A. 
Curtiss; and M' 1 . !';utl 1 ,or- 
anger.

Mrs. John M. Melville. C. 
Kelson Kucker. Mervin Sch­ 
wab. Dean L. Sears. A. E. 
Thompson. Mrs. drover 
Whvle. Howard A. Wood, 
M.D.. and Mrs, Boris Woollry 
arc invited.

Also present will be Mrs. 
Henry F. Heinlein. president 
of the Torrance Memorial 
Hospital Auxiliary; Frank 
Cooper, assistant administra­ 
tor: and Donald Findlay, 
close friend of .fared Sydney 
Torrance who assisted in se­ 
lecting the site upon which 
the hospital was built.

Council Sells 
Parking Meters

After having put city park 
ing meters on the market for 
sale for $15 apiece, the City 
Council accepted an offer of 
$10.000 for the 750 meters of-; 
fered Tuesday night |

pal water department, by a 
representative of a private 
water company, this same 
company having had several 
recent controversies with the 
city of Torrance.

"I say this attack is on a 
city official who was inno­ 
cently caught in a web of cir­ 
cumstances, over which he 
had no control. Since this 
has been brought to the at­ 
tention of the public, both 
sides of the incident should 
have a full airing.

"To my knowledge the su­ 
perintendent of the water de­ 
partment gave me no special 
favors. Many precedents have 
been set in exactly the same 
circumstances.

"Main line extensions were 
put in, the exact cost not

Local Man Fights 
City Hall-Wins

This is a story of a man 
named Smith—who fought 
City Hall—and won.

Rubbish is not only a smel­ 
ly business, and a headache 
for Torrance city officials, 
but charges for rubbish col­ 
lection are "inconsistent and 
full of discrepancies."

This was pointed out this 
week by Torrance insurance 
man. .lack Smith. 1715 Ca- 
brillo Ave. A resident in Tor­ 
rance for the past quarter 
century and in business at

CITIZEN SMITH proves you can fight City Hall and WIN. 
Faced with a rubbish collection bill he did not consider fair, or 
even "warmer," Smith tracked the bill to its source, and got tat- made 
isfaction. "It can be done," claims Smith.

his current address for seven 
years. Smith was walloped 
with a $58 bill from the city 
recently. He had received no 
bill whatsoever for the past 
two years.

Under s t a n d a b 1 y irate. 
Smith called the city hall 
seeking the "how come" of 
this bill. He was referred to 
the finance department. The 
city's sole account collector. 
Bill Manis. who shags down 
bills owed the city, from ac­ 
cidents destroying city prop­ 
erty, to franchises, to rub­ 
bish, checked in with Smith. 
He demanded the full $58 
or he would "see Smith in 
court."

Mild-mannered. 5 foot 4 
inch Smith blew his top. He 
went down to City Hall, dis­ 
covered that the city has 
been in the rubbish collec­ 
tion business since October 
1057; that charges begin with 
$1 per month for the first 40 
gallons collected weekly. Ov­ 
er 40 gallons, customers are 
charged 50 cents for each ad- 
ditipnal 40 gallons.

Smith also learned that 
many small businessmen, and 
merchants in Torrance ar^ 
billed *1. $2 or S3 eacl 
month, whether they earn 
out one wastebasket w 11 b 
discarded junk mail or a half 
dozen cans.

Smith veiled "bloody 
thunder." Upshot: Torrance's 
civic employees' usual court­ 
esy came to the fore. This 
week. Smith received an ad­ 
justment, reducing his bill to 
the minimum rate of $1. His 
•*»S bill became $21, a $37 
uing "which any business­ 

man can use." Smith allowed.
Torrance. which dump* its 

locally collected rubbish at 
the citv dump, north of Tor­ 
rance Blvd.. averages 20 com­ 
plaints a month on rubbish 
billing.

"It may l>e rubbish, but 
even jimk makes money," 
city officials shrug. Mean­ 
while, one man named Smith 

a point—you CAN 
fight City Hall—and win.

I


